ATHERSTONE  RURAL  DISTRIC 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


THE 

ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND  OF  THE 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

1972 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i ve . o rg/detai  Is/b2881 4587 


ATHERSTONE 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
— --oOo-”"- 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


o0o“— 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1972 


INDEX 


Air  Pollutdon. 

Caravan  Sites. 

ClinicSo 

Colliery  Spoil  Banks. 

Committee  (Public  Health). 

Factories. 

Pood  and  Food  Premises. 

G-eographical  Situation,  Social  Conditions  & Occupations, 
Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquests. 


Introduction  - Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

" ” Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Health  Service® 

Housing  - Unfit  Houses. 

Slum  Clearance  : Repair  of  Houses  (table). 
Displacement  Register® 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

Improvement  G-rants. 

Declared  Improvement  Areas  (table). 

Atherstone  South  (No. 2)  G-eneral  Improvement  Area. 
Laboratory  Facilities® 

Meat  Inspection  - Slaughterhouses, 

Meat  Inspection  (table), 

Cysticercus  Bovis, 

Tuberculosis. 

Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat, 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act. 


Milk  Supplies. 

Noise  Abatement. 

Offensive  Trades® 

Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act, 

Parish  Population, 

Pet  Animals  - Pet  Animals  Act. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act. 

Refuse  Collection  u- 

and  Disposal  m j.- 

^ House  Refuse  Collection. 

Litter  Biiis. 

RefiJise  Disposal, 

Civic  Amenities  Act. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (table). 


Rodent  Control, 

Sewerage  and  Sevi/age  Disposal,  and  Ni^t  Soil. 
Slaughterhouses  (see  Meat  Inspection). 

Staff  (Public  Health  Department), 

Statistics. 

Tuberculosis  Register. 

Vital  Statistics  (Births,  Deaths,  Infant  Mortality). 


Water  Supplies. 


Pa^e 

A-8/51 

31 

18 

47 

2 

44 

39 
1 

13/14 

12 

3 

19/21 

17 

22 

23 

24 
24 

25/28 

29 

30 
17 

40 

41 

42 
42/43 

43 
43 
43 
39 
47 

52 
45/46 

5/  6 

53 
53 

33 

34/35 

35 

36 

36/37 

38 

53 

31/32 

2 

4 

15/16 

7/11 

31 


aEO&RAFHICAL  SITUATION.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
AND  OCCUPATIONS 


The  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  lies  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  County  of  Warwickj,  almost  in  the  centre  of  Englando  The 
northern  and  eastern  boundaries  of  the  District  form  part  of  the 
Leicestershire  County  Border;  the  Staffordshire  border  is  on  the 
west*  NeighboToring  Warwickshire  local  authorities  are  Nuneaton 
Borough  and  Meriden  Rural  District,  with  Tamworth  Borough  and 
Market  Bosworth  Rural  District  in  Staffordshire  and  Leicestershire 
respectively,  Coventry  is  situated  15  niiles  to  the  south  and 
Leicester  and  Birmingham  are  each  20  miles  away,  to  east  and  west 
respectivelye 

The  interests  of  Atherstone  have  always  been  agricxiltural, 
commercial  and  industrial.  Coal  mining  and  hat  manufacturing  are 
still  principal  industries,  whilst  there  are  also  hosiery  and  foot- 
wear factories,  brick,  pipe  and  tile  works,  engineering  works,  and 
other  minor  industrieso  A large  new  factory  producing  abrasives 
for  the  motor  industry  is  now  well  established  and  the  new  industrial 
estate  to  the  north-east  is  beginning  to  attract  other  new  industries 
splendid  opportimities  exist  for  such  development. 

Means  of  communication  have  always  been  good  because  the  main 
A5  road,  known  as  Watling  Street,  the  main  London  to  Crewe  railway 
line  and  the  Coventry  canal  all  pass  through  the  centre  of  the  Rural 
District;  a by-pass  to  the  north  of  Atherstone  town  was  completed 
in  19630  The  national  motorway  network,  though  not  passing  through 
the  district,  has  already  improved  these  communications  and  gives 
access  to  London,  Bristol  and  Leeds  in  approximately  two  hours  by 
motor  car  and  Birmingham  in  half -an-hour;  it  will  be  still  further 

improved  when  the  Uk2  motorway  is  constructed  across  the  north-west 
side  of  the  district, 

Atherstone  is  of  great  antiquity;  the  town  was  well 
established  in  the  9th  Century  and  entered  in  Domesday  Book  as 
Aderstone,  Indisputable  evidence  of  Roman  association  has  been 
discovered  from  time  to  time. 
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AMQAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Public  Health  Department, 
Coiancil  Offices, 
Atherstone 

December,  1973 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Atherstone  Rural  District  Council* 


Mr* Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1972  on  the  state 
of  health  and  environmental  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Atherstone,  together  with  a report  from  your  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector® 

The  report  is  self-explanatory  and  there  is  no  matter  of  an 
adverse  rjature  which  I wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Council® 

This  is  the  last  report  which  you  will  receive  from  me,  as  the 
office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  disappear  on  1st  April  next, 
consequent  to  the  reorganisation  of  the  health  services® 

I do  not  wish  to  let  this  opportunity  pass  without  paying 
tribute  to  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  MroMargoschis,  who  has 
diligently  served  this  Council  for  nearly  30  years®  A courteous  and 
competent  officer  he  has  maintained  a high  degree  of  efficiency  in  the 
operation  of  the  Health  Department®  His  premature  retirement  will 
deprive  the  inhabitants  of  the  Rxxral  District  of  a most  capable  officer® 

Appreciation  must  also  be  expressed  to  Itr®Hibbert  - your  Deputy 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  (who  retires  after  nearly  20  years 
service  with  this  Council),  MrseClamp  and  Mrs®Asson  (who  are  being 
transferred),  and  to  Mr® Smith,  the  only  member  of  the  present  staff  who 
ytlII  remain  in  the  Public  Health  Department® 

Finally,  I wish  to  thank  Councillor  S.Chetwynd,  and  past  and 
present  Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their 
interest  and  support® 


E.M.HUGHES 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS 


ITl  3i>O^0S  i»  o t>  o o o ooo  oco  009  eoc 

Area  in  hectares 


OO  ooe  090  090  ooo 


Population,  Census  1 951 


ooo  oeo  ooo  oeo 


Population^  Census  1 9^1 


ooo  ooo 


o ooo 


PopulatioHj,  Census  1971 


OO  ooo  ooo 


Intercensal  increase  in  population,  1951  " 19^1 

1961  - 1971 

Excess  of  males  over  females  (at  I96I  Census)  „ 

(at  1971  Census)  . 


Population  (mid-year  estimate)  1972 


9 9 0 oeo 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1972 


009  OOO  ooo 


ooo  ooo 


Density  of  population,  ±060  number  of  persons 
per  acre,  1972 

number  of  persons 

per  hectare,  1972 


ooo  90' 


OOO  ooo 


Number  of  persons  per  dwelling,  1972 


Ooo  ooo 


Rateable  value  of  District,  1972  (Domestic)  o. 

1972  (All  premises) 


Siam  represented  by  one  new  penny  rate,  1972 


34,574. 

14,003 

29,635 

* 31,459 

38,603 

2,942 

7,144 

579 

363 

39,260 

12,895 

I0I4 

2o80 

3o04 

£819,620 

£1 ,410,786 

£14,000 


* Figure  of  32,577  given  as  population  at  Census  I96I  in  previous 
reports  was  an  assessed  population  following  boundary  changes  in  I965 
this  figure  has  previously  been  used  for  statistical  calc ulationso 


PARISH 

POPULATION, 

CENSUS  1971 

Parish 

Area 

Acres 

Area 

Hectares 

Males 

Females 

Total 

000  090 

2,930 

1,185 

1,177 

1,137 

2,314 

Atherstone  .<,0 

944 

382 

3,866 

3,842 

7,708 

A.us"bx*©y  000  000 

2,123 

859 

404 

399 

8O3 

Baddesley  Ensor  .. 

1,156 

468 

1,125 

1 ,040 

2,165 

Baxter ley  ... 

901 

565 

182 

160 

342 

Bentley  ...  ... 

1,967 

796 

61 

68 

129 

Galdecote  ... 

667 

271 

63 

82 

145 

Dordon  ...  . . . 

2,155 

872 

1,701 

1,636 

3,337 

Orendon  ...  ... 

2,415 

978 

745 

782 

1,527 

Hart shill  ,,, 

1,585 

642 

1,373 

1,401 

2,774 

Kings  buiy  ® . . 

6,907 

2,795 

3,056 

2,955 

6,011 

Mane et ter  ... 

1,607 

651 

1,256 

1,254 

2,510 

Merevale  ... 

890 

360 

26 

34 

60 

Newton  Regis  . « , 

1,340 

570 

318 

306 

624 

Oldbury  . . 0 . . 0 

611 

247 

41 

34 

75 

Polesworth  , , „ 

4,110 

1,663 

3,735 

3,660 

7,395 

Seckington  e.® 

849 

344 

28 

33 

61 

Shuttington 

1,417 

556 

326 

297 

623 

34,574 

14,003 

1 9,483 

19,120 

38,603 

( * Kingsbury  Parish  at  I96I  Census  comprised  1,830  dwellings  in  8,092 
acres.  Annexed  from  Tamworth  C.  on  1st  April,  I965,  were  1,636 
dwellings  in  6,907  acres.  ) 
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PARISH  POPULATIONS 


COMPARISON  OF  1951  WITH  I96I  CENSUS  AITD  I96I  WITH  1971  CENSUS 


Parish 

1951  with  1961  Censias 

1 961  with  1 

— k 

971  Census 

Number 

Increased 

Number 

Decreased 

Nixmber 

Increased 

-Number 

Decreased 

Ansley 

375 

» 

148 

Ather stone 

372 

2,255 

- 

Aus  trey 

53 

504 

- 

Baddesley  Snsor 

125 

341 

Baxterley 

88 

“ 

•= 

80 

Bentley 

25 

30 

Caldecote 

16 

- 

8 

- 

Lordon 

408 

= 

96 

- 

Grendon 

131 

67 

“ 

Hart shill 

159 

191 

- 

Kingsbury 

1/783 

773 

Mancetter 

846 

249 

Merevale 

133 

28 

Newton  Regis 

* 73 

220 

« 

Oldbury 

6 

7 

Polesworth 

221 

- 

3,154 

- 

Seckington 

- 

1 

9 

Shuttington 

33 

- 

86 

Totals 

3,895 

953 

7,695 

551 

* Calculated  on  assessed  population  figures 


VITAL  STATISTICS,  1972 


i 

Male 

Female 

Total 

j Live  Births  o.,®  »«<, 

379 

378 

757 

I Xj  6 II13i  *t^@oo  *00  0«O) 

363 

367 

730 

! Illegitimate  ,oo  o®. 

16 

11 

27 

I OOO  0OO  O0O 

19.3 

I Comparahility  Factor  .«o 

0»89 

j Corrected  Birth  Rate 

17.2 

j Still  Births  oo®  ®oo 

2 

4 

6 

j Legitimate  »» 

2 

4 

6 

j Illegitimate  ...  .o® 

- 

- 

- 

CO  OOO  OOO  009 

201 

157 

358 

RS-t  G eeo  OOO  ooo 

9.1 

Correction  Factor  .o®  »ee 

1o33 

Corrected  Death  Rate  *»® 

12®1 

Infant  Death 

I (O  weeks  to  12  months)  ®® 

8 

4 

12 

I Legitimate  ®®  o®®  o»» 

7 

3 

10  j 

I Illegitimate  o,®  .,® 

1 

1 

2 

i Infant  Mortality  Rate  ® » « 

16 

I Neo=Natal  Deaths 

I (Under  1 month) 

5 

3 

8 

j Legitimate  ®a  ®®e  a®® 

5 

2 

7 

I Illegitimate  ®®®  ®®® 

I 

•= 

1 

1 

Early  Neo^Natal  Deaths 

(Under  1 week)  ®®»  o®. 

5 

2 

7 

Legitimate  e®  e®®  e®* 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate  o®®  ®®® 

1 

1 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Stillbirths  & Deaths 
xander  1 week)  ®o.  ®®® 

1 

17 

Maternal  Mortality 

(lnclucli.ng  abortion)  o®* 

7 - 


CD-^  IV)  OvD  00-^  cr\vn-p-VM  ro  Omd  oo'vi  o^VJ^■p■v>i  f\j  Ovx)  CX)-^J  a\vn4;-vjg  rv 


I'lUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1o 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

2 

2. 

Malignant  Neoplasnij,  Oesophagus  ... 

9 Q O 

- 

1 

3. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 

O • O 

3 

- 

h-o 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  ... 

• • • 

5 

6 

5e 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

0 0 9 

13 

2 

6o 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast..  ... 

0 9 0 

- 

4 

/ ® 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus.®  o,. 

0 9 9 

- 

1 

8. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  ... 

9 0 0 

1 

- 

9. 

Xf6u.lci&6inxst  oo®  «oc 

O d • 

1 

10o 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ®.  o.. 

0 9 9 

5 

13 

11. 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ...  o.,  ... 

0 9 0 

8 

5 

12. 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases  ... 

COO 

1 

13e 

Anaemias  ...  ...  ...  ... 

O O O 

1 

14e 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc.  ... 

9 9 9 

1 

15. 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

0 9 0 

1 

1 

1 6o 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

o o o 

1 

1 

17. 

Hypertensive  Disease  ...  ... 

• • • 

9 

5 

18. 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

• o o 

53 

30 

19. 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  ... 

9 9 9 

7 

6 

20. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ...  ... 

0 9 9 

23 

41 

21. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

9 9 0 

8 

5 

22. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 9 0 

11 

9 

23. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ..  ... 

9 9 9 

18 

5 

24. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

9 9 9 

7 

- 

25. 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 9 9 

2 

26. 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

o o o 

1 

27  o 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ... 

9 0 9 

1 

1 

28. 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

0 9 0 

1 

29. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

9 9 0 

1 

1 

30. 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary'^Syfetem , . . 

=. 

2 

31. 

Congenital  Anomalies  ...  ... 

0 9 9 

6 

2 

32. 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

0 0 9 

1 

2 

33. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mdrtality 

0 9 0 

2 

34. 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

9 0 0 

3 

3 

35. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ... 

9 0 9 

4 

« 

36. 

All  Other  Accidents  ..  ...  ... 

9 0 9 

5 

3 

37. 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

0 9 0 

1 

38. 

All  Other  External  Causes  . , ... 

9 9 9 

1 

1 

201 

157 

358 

““ 
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BIRTHS 


The  niimber  of  registered  live  births  for  1972  was  757? 
giving  a crude  birth  rate  of  1965  per  1,000  populationo  The 
comparability  factor  is  0*89?  maki.ng  the  corrected  birth  rate 
17g2  per  1,000  population* 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1972  was  M+ed 
per  1 ,000  pop\ilatione 


DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  358, 
giving  a crude  death  rate  of  9*1  per  1,000  population*  The 
factor  for  correction  is  1633  ard  it  results  in  a standardised 
death  rate  of  12*1  per  1,000  population* 

The  1972  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12*1  per 
1 ,000  population. 


The  diseases  and  conditions  giving  rise  to  the  majority 
of  the  deaths  over  the  last  five  years  are 


Cause  of  Death 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Diseases  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels* 

109 

106 

118 

103 

112 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage* 

60 

53 

55 

45 

64 

Cancer* 

66 

68 

70 

65 

55 

Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
j Emphysema  and  Asthma* 

35 

37 

36 

38 

50 

Violence,  accidents 
and  suicide* 

13 

22 

16 

20 

15 

- 9 ” 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Twelve  deaths  of  infants  ‘onder  one  year  of  age  occurred 
diaring  1972®  8 were  males  and  4 were  femaleso 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  16  per  1,000  related  live 
birthso  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  17o 


BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  BATE  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
IN  ATHERSTONE 


Year 

Average  Five  Years 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Ra.te 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

1943  ” 1947 

20«8 

10.3 

44o4 

1948  "=  1952 

17.5 

9o9 

32.1 

1953  - 1957 

1 6o7 

IO0I 

280  2 

1958  “ 1962 

15»7 

10.3 

21.9 

1963  “ 1967 

2O06 

IO0I 

1808 

1968  - 1972 

20.5 

9.4 

i9o0 

10 


I y 


GRAPH  SHOWING  28  YEARS  OF  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 
000  POPULATION  AND  INS’ANT  MORTALITY  PER  1 ^ 000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


INQUESTS p 1972 


Noo  of  sudden  deaths  reported 
to  Coroner 

Males 

Females 

Total 

38 

(29) 

15 

(21) 

53 

(50) 

Noo  of  Inquests 

1 

2 

(S) 

(”) 

2 

(6) 

No,  of 

Post  Mortem  Examinations 

38 

(32) 

15 

(18) 

53 

(50) 

Certified  cause  of  death 

(a) 

Natural  causes 

36 

15 

51 

(24) 

(18) 

(42) 

Misadventure 

(2) 

(-) 

(2) 

(c) 

Suicide 

cos 

css 

(1) 

(") 

(1) 

(d) 

Found  droifvned 

“ 

■= 

(e) 

Accidental 

1 

1 

(2) 

(") 

(2) 

(f) 

Stillborn 

- 

(s) 

Murdered 

“ 

- 

(h) 

Industrial 



(1) 

(~) 

(1) 

(i) 

Open  Verdict 

1 

1 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

Figures  in  brackets  show  numbers  and  classifications  in  1971 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  table  on  page  1Zf  shows  the  number  of  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  which  have  occurred  in  Atherstone 
over  the  last  ten  yearso 

The  following  are  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1972e 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  oos 

000 

000 

2 

1 

3 

Whooping  Cough  , 

000 

000 

_ 

- 

- 

Measles  «,<>« 

9 & 0 

0 « 0 

100 

100 

200 

Acute  Poliomyeliti£ 

Paralytic  o . <» 

0 0 9 

000 

- 

- 

Non-Paralytic 

9 0 0 

© 0 0 

— 

- 

- 

Diphtheria  ® ° 

000 

000 

- 

- 

- 

Smallpox  .0  000 

000 

0 e 0 

- 

“ 
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TUBERCULOSIS  RE&ISIER 

TABLE  I 


j — — — ■ 

i 

1 

1 

Details 

_ — 

Males 

„ . 

Eemales 



" — ^ 

I 

Total 

Pul- 

monary 

Non 

Pul- 

m.onary 

Pul- 

monary 

Non 

Pul- 

monary 

(a;  Number  of  cases  on 
Register  at  beginn-^ 
ing  of  year 

58 

11 

44 

19 

CM 

1 

! (b)  Nimiber  of  cases 

1 notified  under 

I Regulations  of  1952 

1 for  first  time  in 

I year 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

! . 

1 (c)  Number  of  cases 

j restored  to  Register 

- 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  Register  otherwise 
than  by  formal 
notif  ic  at  ion 

. 

1 

1 

2 

(e)  Number  of  eases 

removed  from  Register 
during  the  year 

2 

- 

5 

(f)  Number  of  cases 

remaining  on  Register 
at  31st  December j 1972 

58 

(85) 

11 

(19) 

{3k) 

21 

(18) 

135 

(174) 

The  figures  in  brackets  show  the  numbers  of  tuberculosis  cases  on  the 
Register  15  years  ago,  when  the  population  was  only  243,650» 
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STOIMARY  OF  GASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  RE&ISTER 

1953  " 1972 

TABLE  II 


— 

Year 

Cases  on  Register 

Notifications  each  Year 

Deaths  [ 

Pulm® 

Non- 

Pulm® 

Total 

Pulm® 

— 

Non™ 

Pxilm® 

Total 

Pulm® 

r 

Non“ 

Pulnio 

r 

Total  1 

1955 

160 

50 

210 

24 

8 

32 

4 

1 

5 ! 

1954 

174 

49 

223 

29 

2 

31 

3 

“ 

3 

1955 

158 

45 

203 

1 8 

5 

23 

2 

2 || 

^ 1956 

149 

w 

192 

11 

3 

14 

4 

1 

5 

1957 

132 

37 

174 

10 

1 

11 

1 

- 

1 

1958 

134 

38 

172 

9 

4 

13 

3 

- 

3 

1959 

128 

28 

156 

13 

1 

14 

2 

- 

2 

I 

1960 

119 

26 

145 

11 

3 

14 

2 

3 

j 1961 

114 

25 

139 

12 

12 

1962 

104 

25 

129 

q 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 ! 

! 1963 

108 

25 

133 

11 

2 

13 

3 

= 

3 

1964 

104 

26 

130 

5 

2 

7 

3 

3 I 

1965 

103 

26 

129 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1966 

98 

27 

125 

5 

2 

7 

2 

- 

2 

1967 

100 

27 

127 

5 

5 

3 ' 

I 1968 

99 

28 

127 

6 

1 

7 

1 

1 

i 1969 

■ 

1'X 

30 

130 

5 

2 

7 

1 

- 

I 

1 * 

1970 

102 

29 

131 

6 

- 

6 

' 

1 

1971 

102 

30 

132 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 ! 

'972 

103 

32 

135 

4 

2 

6 

= 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  situated  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwick  Hospital,  Coventry,  undertakes  the  bacteriological  examination 
of  samples  of  water,  ice  cream  and  food^,  also  in  connection  with  the 
investigation  of  infectious  diseases!  samples  for  chemical  analysis 
are  frequently  dealt  with  by  the  Coventry  City  Laboratoryo 


THE  &ENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  Oeneral  Practitioners  Service  is  administered  by  the 
Warwickshire  Executive  Comcilj  fifteen  medical  practitioners  have 
surgeries  in  the  district,  and  others  living  outside  have  extended  their 
activities  to  cover  parts  of  the  districta 

There  are  no  general  hospital  services  directly  available  within 
the  district,  but  out-patient  and  in-patient  facilities  are  available  at 
the  Nuneaton  and  Tamworth  Hospitals*  Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are 
usually  admitted  to  Whitley  Hospital,  Coventry,  and  a small  percentage  of 
cases  requiring  special  treatment  are  admitted  to  Birmingham  hospitals. 

The  bed  accommodation  for  Tuberculosis  patients  is  largely  provided  for 
at  Hertford  Hill  Sanatorium,  near  Warwick,  but  various  other  Sanatoria 
within  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Region  are  also  usedo 

The  Warwickshire  County  Coxincil  are  responsible  for  the  admin- 
istration of  the  School  Health  Service,  and  for  arrangements  for 
Domiciliary  Nursing,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  the  Care  of  Mothers 
and  Young  Children,  the  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care,  and 
the  Ambulance  Service  as  laid  down  in  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946.  With  the  exception  of  the  Ambulance  Service,  the  day 
by  day  administration  of  these  services  is  under  the  cor^t;rol  of  the  Area 
Medical  Officer,  Rye  Piece,  Bedworth*  The  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  7/atling 
Street,  Dordon. 

A Oeneral  Purposes  Clinic  is  situated  in  Long  Street,  Atherstone. 
Infant  Health  and  School  Clinics  are  held  in  and  conducted  in  these 
premises  and  sessions  are  held  at  which  the  Speech  Therapist,  Dentist  and 
Eye  Specialist  attend* 

Child  Health  Clinics  are  also  held  in  other  parts  of  the  District, 
particulars  of  which  appear  on  the  following  page* 
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CLINICS  HELD  WITHIN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Child  Health  Clinic, 
Long  Street, 
Atherstone 


Village  Hall, 
Dordon 

The  Surgery, 
Hurley 


Health  Centre, 


Village  Hall, 
Austrey 


Memorial  Hall, 
Polesworth 


Community  Centre, 


Youth  Centre, 
Wood  End 


Child  Health  Clinic, 
Long  Street, 
Atherstone 


Health  Centre, 


Memorial  Hall, 
Polesworth 

Child  Health  Clinic, 
Long  Street, 
Atherstone 


Child  Health  Clinic, 
Long  Street , 
Atherstone 


Child  Health  Clinic, 
Long  Street, 
Atherstone 

Child  Health  Clinic, 
Long  Street, 
Atherstone 


Child  Health  Clinic, 
Long  Street, 
Atherstone 


Infant  Health  Clinic 


»i  II  II 


« 11  n 


II  H II 


M II  It 


II  11  II 


II  II  11 


It  II  II 


* Mothercraft  Classes 


It  II 


* II  II 


* Speech  Therapy 


* Ophthalmic  Clinic 


Orthopaedic  Exercises 


* Antenatel  Clinic 


* Family  Planrdng  Clinic 


* By  Appointment 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Atherstone 

December,  1975 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Atherstone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr, Chairman,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the 
work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  1972,  The  report 
closely  follov/s  the  lines  of  those  presented  in  respect  of  previous 
yearsi  much  of  it  is  statistical  with,  where  appropriate,  narrative 
support  and  little  further  is  necessary  here.  There  are,  however, 
several  points  upon  which  I would  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
passing  comment, 

I have  always  held  the  view  that  the  condition  and  general 
appearance  of  motor  vehicles  owned  by  a local  authority  are  important 
visual  indications  of  the  way  the  affairs  of  the  authority  are  run,  A 
refuse  collection  vehicle  should  be  seen  at  least  once  a week  in  every 
part  of  the  district  and  is  likely  to  raise  unfavo\irable  comment  if  it 
is  in  a dilapidated  condition.  From  the  practical  point  of  view  an  old 
and  dilapidated  vehicle  raises  the  problem  of  reliability!  breakdowns 
become  more  frequent  and  the  smooth  running  of  the  service  is  constantly 
in  jeopardy.  Three  years  ago  that  was  the  situation  in  Atherstone;  of 
the  six  vehicles  in  regular  operation  the  yo\mgest  was  five  years  old 
and  with  two  nearing  the  ten  year  mark  it  was  a difficult  and  expensive 
business  to  keep  them  running.  The  fact  that  these  vehicles  would  soon 
have  to  satisfy  'plating  tests'  added  to  the  problems. 

Now  the  situation  is  very  different.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  report  (December,  1973)  the  Council  is  operating  a virtually  brand 
new  fleet  of  refuse  collectors;  in  a period  of  less  than  three  years 
five  new  vehicles  have  been  commissioned,  a nine  year  old  vehicle  being 
retained  as  a spare.  In  addition  two  Freightloaders,  one  new  and  one 

second  hand,  have  been  purchased  to  handle  special  skips  provided  for 
civic  amenity  pxirposes,  I would  say  that  the  fleet  is  nov;  one  of  which 
any  Rural  District  Council  could  be  proud. 

Re-organisation  of  the  service  by  the  introduction  of  the  plastic 
bin  liner  system  resulted  in  a big  saving  on  vehicles  and  an  improved 
and  cleaner  collection  service  which  benefits  both  householders  and 
collectors.  No  other  Council  employee  has  quite  the  same  contact  with 
the  general  public  as  does  the  refuse  collector  and  some  complaints  about 
the  service  are  inevitable,  but  when  it  is  realised  tlaat  twenty  men  make 
some  thirteen-thousand  calls  each  week  then  the  number  of  complaints  that 
are  received  is  remarkably  low. 
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I think  it  is  a fairly  well  known  fact  that  we  have  seen  a 
considerably  change  in  the  constitution  of  household  refuse  over  the 
last  decade©  Due  to  a number  of  factors  it  has  increased  in  b\ilk 
and  wrappings  of  various  kinds  now  constitute  a high  proportion  of 
the  household  and  commercial  waste  which  is  collected;  one  wonders 
how  long  this  can  go  on,  I am  sure  that  the  time  must  eventually 
come  when  it  will  be  essential  to  re-cycle  as  much  material  as 
possible  in  order  to  maintain  supplies  of  raw  material  - but  this 
will  not  be  without  its  problems  i Suitable  tipping  space  now 
available  to  the  present  Rural  District  is  dangerously  low  but, 
perhaps  ironically,  several  large  quarries  are  likely  to  be  ready 
for  reclamation  within  the  foreseeable  future.  By  then,  because  of 
Local  G-overnment  Re-organisation,  refuse  disposal  will  be  the 
responsibility  of  a new  Authority, 

Local  G-overnment  Re-organi®tiDn  is  causing  many  other 
repercussions  too,  I am  one  of  those  officers  who,  having  an  option 
under  the  Local  G-overnment  (Retirement  of  Chief  Officers)  Regulations, 
1973»  have  decided  to  take  early  retirement  when  the  new  Authorities 
take  office  on  April  1st,  1974;  consequently,  it  is  \anlikely  that  I 
shall  have  the  opportunity  of  preparing  a report  for  1973  “ certain 

information  will  not  be  available  in  time. 

Having  been  associated  with  this  Department  for  twenty-ei^t 
years,  and  holding  the  chief  position  for  nearly  four  years,  it  is,  I 
suppose,  inevitable  that  I should  experience  a 'twinge'  of  sadness  in 
having  come  to  this  decision.  During  those  years  much  has  been 
achieved  to  improve  the  general  living  standards  of  local  people^  not 
only  so  far  as  their  housing  circumstances  are  concerned  but  also  the 
conditions  under  which  they  work  - especially  in  offices  and  shops 
- and  purchase  their  food  supplies. 

Our  achievements  have  been  secured  under  a form  of  local 
government  which  is  about  to  come  to  an  end;  but  this  is  not  a time 
to  be  morbid,  and  I certainly  do  not  intend  to  be  so.  Much  remains 
to  be  done  i the  ever  changing  circimstances  of  our  way  of  living 
bring  new  problems  which  directly  affect  the  environment  - noise 
pollution  is  one  which  so  readily  comes  to  mind  - and  they  mxist  be 
dealt  with;  I am  sure  that  those  who  continue  in  the  new  service  will 
not  fail.  Personally,  I shall  go  with  satisfaction  in  the  Department's 
accomplishments  over  a quarter  of  a century  and  the  knowledge  that,  in 
association  with  my  present  and  past  colleagues,  no  work  in  local 
government  has  been  more  worthwhile. 

It  is  a fitting  time  to  thank  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
the  Council  for  their  support  over  the  years  - particularly  Councillor 
S,Chetwynd  the  present  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  - and 
Dr, E.M, Hughes  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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Finally;  I have  always  been  very  conscious  of  the  loyalty 
of  the  Departmental  staff;  Mr.P.Hibhert j my  deputy,  is  also  to  retire 
after  a life's  work  in  local  government,  the  last  two  decades  of  which 
have  been  to  the  advantage  of  Atherstone.  Mr.B.Boyd  having  retijrned 
to  his  native  Ireland,  the  only  members  of  the  inspectorate  likely  to 
provide  continuity  of  service  to  the  new  authority  are  lidr.K.Ne Smith 
and  Miss  J, Woodward,  my  student,  who  takes  the  final  examinations  of 
her  B,Sc.  degree  course  in  mid-1 97-4-;  I have  every  confidence  in  them 
both.  The  burden  of  looking  after  the  clerical  work  has  been  handled 
in  a most  capable  manner  by  Mrs.JoClan^)  assisted  by  Mrs.L.Asson;  my 
thanks  go  to  them  both* 


R.A.MAR&OSCHIS 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


HOUSING 


Dtiring  the  year  "Time  and  Place"  notices  were  served  in  respect 
of  15  individual  unfit  houses;  nine  Demolition  and  two  Closing  Orders 
were  made. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  Clearance  Area  which  was  declared 

in  1972. 


I Name  of  Area 

No,  of 

Houses 

No,  of 
Occupiers 

I 

I Mancetter,  Watling  Street  (No,1) 

I 

6 

13  i 

i 

The  Table  on  the  following  page  is  made  up  from  four  Qmrterly 
Returns  which  were  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Environment, 


- 22  - 


SLUM  CLEARMCE  ; REPAIR  OF  HOUSES 


RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  51  st  DECEMBER » 1972 


A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

Houses 

Displaced 

Demol“ 

during  year 

In  Clearance  Areas » 

ished 

Persons' 

Families 

1 c Houses  vmfit  for  human  hahitation 

8 

20 

10 

2o  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement 5 etc. 

- 

- 

3.  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 

43(2)  Housing  Act,  1957<» 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas® 

4o  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Sect®  17(0  HcA,  1957« 

12 

- 

5o  Local  Authority  oraed  houses  certified 

unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health® 

- 

- 

6,  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  where 

action  has  been  taken  under  Local  Acts® 

- 

7.  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness  Orders® 

i 

B,  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

Number 

i 

8.  Under  Secs®  16(4),  17(i)  & 35(0 

I 

Housing  Act,  1957= 

1 

5 

2 I 

9®  Under  Secs® 17(3)  & 26  Housing  Act ,1957® 

i 

10®  Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section 

I 

18,  Housing  Act,  1957® 

“ 

I 

C®  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED 

1 

By  Owner 

By  LoAo 

11®  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 

12 

12®  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public  Health  Acts® 

3 

(b)  Sections  9 & 16  Housing  Act,  1957® 

13o  Under  Section  24  Hoxising  Act,  1957® 

“ 

14»  Under  Section  27  Housing  Act,  1957® 

" 

D®  UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEl^ORARY  USE 

Number 

Number  of 

of  Hses® 

Separate 

Dwellings 

In  Colod) 

Position  at  end  of  year 

(1) 

(2) 

15®  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation, 

(a)  under  Section  48. 

(b)  ijnder  Section  17(2)® 

(c)  under  Section  46® 

16®  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under  Sec 

« 

34  or  53, 
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DISPLACEl^NT  REGISTER 


Eor  families  re-hoiosed  from  condemned  dwellings,  a Displacement 
Register  has  been  kept  since  November,  1956.  This  shows  that  for  the 
twelve  years  1956  to  196?  a total  of  686  families  were  re-housed; 
figures  for  the  last  five  years  are 

1968  - 36;  1969  - 6;  1970  - lAj  1971  - 23;  1972  - 13;  Total  92. 

Total  - 1956  to  1972  778. 


At  the  31st  March,  1975>  there  were  3>86l  completed  Council-owned 
houses,  bungalows  and  flats,  and  a further  86  were  under  construction.  T^ 
Council  dwellings  are  in  the  following  Parishes 

Atherstone  1,158;  Ansley  198;  Austrey  A7j  Baddesley  Ensor  280; 

Baxter ley  24;  Dordon  155j  Orendon  40;  Hartshill  235;  Kingsbury  553; 
Mancetter  46O;  Newton  Regis  52;  Polesworth  6OI ; Shuttington  58* 

There  are  no  Council-owned  houses  in  the  very  rural  Parishes  of 
Bentley,  Caldecote,  Merevale,  Oldbury  amd  Seckingtono 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


There  have  been  no  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair, 
und&r  the  Rent  Act,  1957»  during  the  past  six  years® 
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HOUSE  PURCHASE  & HOUSIN&  ACT^  1939^  19^1,  ^^6^.  & I969 


The  Public  Health  Department  has  been  responsible  for  the  administration 
of  Standard  Grants  since  and  of  Improvement  Gi'ants  since  August,  1969.  The 

following  table  shows  the  number  of  applications  received  for  Standard  and 
Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  in  the  past  eleven  years* 


Year 

No.  of 
Appli- 
cations 

No,  Granted 

Refused 

Withdrawn 

No.  of 
Houses 
Owner- 
Occupied 

No.  of 
Tenanted 
Houses 

Stan- 

dard 

Discret 

-ionary 

1962 

112 

108 

4 

56 

56 

1963 

120 

111 

8 

1 

65 

55 

1964 

88 

86 

- 

1 

1 

69 

19 

1965 

125 

120 

2 

1 

2 

67 

58 

1966 

114 

109 

2 

1 

1 

63 

51 

1967 

91 

86 

1 

1 

4 

61 

30 

1968 

147 

141 

- 

4 

2 

75 

72 

So 

D. 

S. 

1969 

144 

135 

5 

- 

- 

4 

68 

4 

71 

1 

1970 

146 

96 

50 

1 

- 

5 

5 

50 

32 

46 

18 

1971 

196 

68 

123 

1 

- 

1 

3 

35 

81 

35 

45 

1972 

191 

14 

157 

2 

6 

3 

9 

13 

132 

6 

40 

The  number  of  dwellings  improved  during  the  year  with  Grant  aid  was 
as  follows  :~ 

Standard  Grants  - 41  (86),  of  which  2 (II)  had  "excess”  payments;  17  of 

the  houses  were  owner-^occupied  and  24  were  tenanted.  The  total  sum  paid  was 
£5>267.50  (£13,098087),  being  an  average  of  £128.47  (£152.31)  per  house. 


Discretionary  Improvement  Grants  - Improvements  were  completed,  dxxring  the 
year,  at  118  (50)  properties,  83  of  which  were  owner^occupied  and  35  tenanted. 
The  total  grant  aid  paid  in  respect  of  these  properties  was  £77,174.88 
(£33,851.70),  being  an  average  of  £654.02  (£677.03)  per  property.  The 
maximum  grant  of  £1,000.00  was  paid  in  respect  of  24  properties. 


The  bracketed  figures  refer  to  1971. 


25 


G-eneral 


The  graphs,  which  are  to  be  found  on  pages 27  and  28  , indicate 
the  trend  in  housing  over  the  past  forty  yearSo  Figure  1 shows  the  two 
periods  of  hi^  activity  in  slum  clearance,  and  the  gradual  decline  over 
the  past  decade;  the  gradual  increase  in  habitable  dwellings  is  shown 
by  the  broken  lines. 

Figxare  2 covers  only  the  last  decade,  it  indicates  the  virtual 
completion  of  slum  clearance  and  the  changed  policy  of  house  improvement; 
the  lines  clearly  show  how,  during  the  past  four  years,  Improvement  Grants 
have  taken  over  from  Standard  Grant;  the  relationship  of  grants  made  to 
private  and  tenanted  properties  is  also  shown. 
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FIGURE  1,  SLUM  CLEARANCE  MD  HOUSING  DEVELOPMT  OVER  IjjQ  YEARS 
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FI&URE  2.  HOME  IMPROVEMENT  &RANTS  APPROVED  SINCE  1959 
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THE  ATHERSTONE  (SOUTH  No,l)  GENERAL  IMPROVEMEM?  AREA 


Although  further  discussions  took  place  during  the  year,  and 
several  matters  were  investigated,  it  is  unfortunate  to  have  to  report 
that  very  little  visible  progress  was  made, 

A plan  for  blocking  off  the  junction  between  Stafford  Street 
and  South  Street,  and  for  reducing  the  length  of  Stratton  Street 
available  to  motor  traffic,  was  prepared  and  accepted  in  principle  after 
discussion  with  the  Fire  and  Ambulance  Services;  the  necessary  Order 
has  now  to  be  obtained. 

The  possibility  of  providing  storm  porches  to  some  of  the  houses 
in  Stafford  Street  and  Grove  Road  was  investigated,  but  trial  holes 
revealed  that  water,  gas  and  electricity  services  were  so  close  to 
boundary  walls  of  the  houses  that  great  expense  would  be  involved  in 
relaying  these  services;  the  various  Undertakings  would  not  agree  to 
even  light  structiores  being  constructed  over  their  services. 

Works  of  repair  and  improvement  were  carried  out  at  Nos,  20  and 
22  Stafford  Street,  which  the  Council  had  purchased,  and  after  their  use 
as  show  houses  they  were  sold  by  public  auction.  At  each  house 
unorthodox  methods  were  used  to  effect  the  desired  improvements:  in  one 
case  the  bathroom  was  formed  out  of  the  existing  middle  bedroom,  which 
resulted  in  the  new  second  bedroom  being  long  and  narrow  but  obviated  the 
linsatisfactory  access  without  the  necessity  of  altering  the  staircase; 
at  the  other  house  the  bathroom  was  formed  out  of  the  ground  floor  middle 
living  room  and  the  kitchen  extended  across  the  rear  of  the  house.  Central 
heating  was  provided  in  each  house;  solid  fuel  in  one  case  and  gas  fired 
in  the  other. 

Great  interest  was  shown  in  the  houses  during  the  six  weeks  that 
they  were  open  for  inspection  by  the  public  and  every  opportunity  was 
taken  to  publicise  the  Council’s  desire  to  see  as  much  as  possible  done  in 
the  way  of  Home  Improvement  with  the  assistance  of  Grants,  The  assistance 
given  by  the  National  Coal  Board  and  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board  in 
manning  the  houses  during  the  opening  hours  was  much  appreciated. 
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CARAVM  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEYELOPMEIIT  ACT,  1 969 


At  the  end  of  the  year  we  were  aware  of  50  residential  caravans 
on  7 licensed  sites  4-  of  1 1 1 of  5j  'i  of  10j  and  one  (Alvecote) 

of  3"l  caravans® 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  North  East  Warwickshire  Water  Boards  which  was  established  in 
1960,  supplies  water  in  1 5 of  our  18  Parishes;  the  South  Staffordshire 
Water  Company  is  the  Statutory  Undertaker  for  the  Parishes  of  Austrey, 

Newton  Regis,  Seckington  and  Shuttington,  whilst  the  Birmingham  Corporation 
supplies  the  whole  of  the  Parish  of  Kingsbury,  Water  mains  are  extremely 
well  distributed  throughout  all  the  Parishes;  less  than  100  people  have 
to  rely  on  other  means  of  water  supply® 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  are  regularly  carried 
out  by  the  respective  Water  Undertakers  and  through  this  Department;  three 
samples  of  mains  water  gave  unsatisfactory  results  but,  after  the  necessary 
attention,  follow-up  sangjles  proved  satisfactory® 

Mains  waters  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company 
showed  total  hardness  averaging  173  parts  per  million,  of  which  around  one- 
quarter  was  generally  temporary  hardness® 

A sample  taken  from  a shallow  well  proved  unsatisfactory  and  the 
occupier  was  advised  to  boil  all  water  used  for  domestic  purposes;  mains 
water  is  not  easily  available  to  the  house  concerned  and  consideration  was 
being  given  to  a small  chlorination  plant  in  connection  with  other  proposed 
improvements®  At  one  house  which  relies  on  well  water  for  domestic  purposes 
a chlorination  unit  is  already  in  use® 


SEWERAGE,  SEWA&E  DISPOSAL  A^JD  NI&HT  SOIL 

The  district  is  very  well  served  by  various  main  sewerage  systems, 
details  of  which  appeared  in  the  report  for  19^9;  they  have  not  materially 
altered  since  then® 

Some  387  properties  are  not  connected  to  a main  drainage  system;  of 
these  121  are  farms  and  266  are  domestic  premises®  The  domestic  premises 
are  served  by  45  cesspools  and  12f4  septic  tanks®  From  these  figures,  55 
premises  have  been  omitted  (45  3-t  Hartshill  and  10  at  Edge  Hill,  Wood  End) 
because  a scheme  was  in  hand  to  provide  main  sewerage® 
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During  the  year  the  Council  gave  further  consideration  to  the 
problem  of  emptying  and  cleansing  cesspools,  a service  which  is  not  at 
present  provided.  Having  regard  to  the  forthcoming  Local  G-ovemment 
Re-organisation  and  the  fact  that  a number  of  contractors  are  available 
to  carry  out  the  work,  it  was  decided  not  to  introduce  the  service  at 
present. 


Rather  less  than  200  houses  still  have  only  pail  closets  which 
are  emptied  weekly  by  a special  vehicle  operated  by  the  department;  it 
will  be  many  years  before  these  closets  completely  disappear  but  they 
are  gradually  being  replaced  and  the  Home  Improvement  Scheme  is  having 
its  effect. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  TEHICLES 


The  following  table  shows  the  tj/pes  and  ages  of  vehicles  in  the 
fleet,  or  on  order,, 


1 

Noo 

Manufacturer 

Type 

— 

Comm- 

issioned 

Age  at  j 

1®  1®  72. 1 

Ref\ise  Vehicles 

[ 

I 

E 

5 

{ 

I 

1 

Shelvoke  & Drevrry,  Ltd. 

Pakaraatic  35 

1964 

« i 

2 

Shelvoke  Sz  Drewry,  Ltd* 

Pakamatic  35 

1965 

7 ! 

3 

1 

Shelvoke  & Drewry,  Ltd* 

Pakamatic  20 

1966 

i 

6 I 

1 ^ 

Shelvoke  & Drewry,  Ltd* 

Pakaraatic  35 

1971 

1 I 

i 

1 

1 5 

Shelvoke  & Drewry,  Ltd, 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper  18 

1971 

I 

1 1 

< 

6 

Shelvoke  & Drewry,  Ltd* 

Revopak  I8/13O  - TYR. 

1972 

i 

0 1 

7 

Shelvoke  & Drewry,  Ltd. 

Revopak  I8/13O  - NY 

Delivery 

1973 

8 

Shelvoke  cS:  Drewry,  Ltd® 

Fore  & Aft  Tipper  18 

Delivery  1973 

9 

Shelvoke  & Drewry,  Ltd* 

Freightloader 

(Multi-purpose) 

1 972 

0 

Other  Vehicles 

* 10 

Karrier  Motors 

Night  Soil  Tardc 

■1956 

16 

11 

Morris 

5 cwt®  Van 

1967 

5 

12 

1 

Commer 

22  cwt.  Pick-up 

1971 

1 

* Taken  out  of  commission  1972* 


One  new  refuse  collection  vehicle  and  a multi-purpose  f reightloader, 
for  use  on  civic  amejaity  work  as  described  elsewhere,  where  added  to  the 
fleet  during  1972*  The  refuse  vehicle  is  of  a new  and  much  larger  type  than 
any  previously  operated  in  the  district  and  is  already  proving  its  worth  on  a 
route  demanding  a long  haul  to  the  tip.  Another  vehicle  of  similar  design 
and  a small  'fore  and  aft*  machine,  for  use  in  very  rural  parts,  are  due  for 
delivery  early  in  1973  and  will  complete  the  renewal  of  the  fleet* 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  use  of  plastic  bin  liners  had  been  introduced  on  two  collection 
routes  by  the  end  of  1971  a^d  re-organi.  sation  of  the  service  was  completed 
during  the  first  half  of  1972o  Experience  gained  on  the  pilot  scheme j 
which  had  been  operating  on  the  Arjsley  route  for  some  six  months^  was  of 
very  great  value  in  dealing  with  the  inevitable  problems  which  arosei  the 
same  sort  of  ’teething  troubles’  were  repeated  as  the  system  was 
introduced  route  by  route,  but  the  end  of  the  year  saw  the  whole  of  the 
district  using  bin  liners  satisfactorily® 

The  type  of  vehicle  in  use  was  also  taken  into  account  when  planning 
the  re-organisation®  The  pilot  scheme  was  normally  operated  by  a 'fore  and 
Aft’  tipper  which  ’was  found  to  be  very  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view 
of  speed  of  loading,  and  the  ’pay  load’  did  not  suffer  very  muchj  if 
there  are  any  disadvantages  they  are  that  loading  is  not  mechanically 
continuous  and  that  the  liners  are  not  torn  up®  The  Pakamatic,  a popular 
mechanically  continuous  loader,  was  found  to  be  rather  slow  with  the  result 
that  the  loaders  have  to  wait,  in  some  circumstances,  for  the  rear  hopper  to 
clear®  After  several  manufacturers  had  brou^t  in  vehicles  for  demonstration 
it  was  clear  that  the  Shelvoke  & Drewry  'Revopak’  was  the  most  suitable^  its 
newly  designed  loading  system  was  such  that  the  rear  hopper  was  kept  clear 
with  five  loaders  working  hard®  The  first  of  these  larger  vehicles  was 
added  to  the  fleet  during  the  year  and  a second  one,  already  on  order,  is  due 
for  delivery  in  April,  1973o 

The  combination  of  the  bin  liner  system  and  the  larger,  fast  loading 
vehicles  has  had  a marked  affect  on  productivity!  each  man  employed  on 
refuse  collection  is  now  dealing  with  645  domestic  premises  as  against  571 
on  the  old  system!  the  premises  dealt  with  per  man  had  been  gradually 
falling  since  I9679  when  it  was  628,  because  of  increased  bulk®  Effectively 
there  was  a saving  of  two  vehicles  and  crews  because,  had  the  old  system 
continued,  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  add  another  route  whereas,  in  the 
event,  the  number  of  routes  were  reduced  from  six  to  five®  The  number  of 
men  employed  was  also  reduced  by  one  and  thus,  by  transfer,  provided  a driver 
for  the  special  vehicle  used  for  Civic  Amenity  purposes  and  described  else- 
where® 


A great  advantage  of  the  liner  system  is  its  added  cleanliness  by 
effectively  reducing  the  dissmination  of  dust  during  loading  and,  to  a rather 
lesser  degree,  dm’ing  discharge!  the  employees  have  found  this  very  much 
to  their  satisfaction®  There  are  other,  l^s  obvious,  advantages  too! 
number  of  dust  bins  requiring  replacement  has  already  dropped  by  two-thirds 
and  there  is  reduced  wear  and  tear  on  moving  parts  of  mechanical  loading 
equipment!  at  the  house,  the  dust  bin  can  be  easily  maintained  in  a clean 
condition  and  householders  are  learning  the  advantage  of  being  bale  to  replace 
a full  liner  with  a new  one  if  this  is  necessary  before  the  collectors  arrive® 
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The  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme,  amended  to  the  new  conditions,  was 
working  satisfactorily.  The  employees  now  have  three  weeks  annual  paid 
holiday,  one  week  more  than  last  year,  which  requires  spare  labour  to  be 
available  but  several  of  the  gangs  were  able  to  ’cover’  for  men  on 
holiday  and  so  benefit  from  increased  bonus  in  so  doing.  All  work  a 
five  day  week  of  40  hours  with  the  advantage  of  Superannuation  and  Sickness 
Benefit  Schemes;  the  cost  of  the  latter  was  £909.25  in  the  1972/73 
financial  year. 

The  total  establishment  on  refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  24, 
including  2 reserves,  one  on  Civic  Amenity  work  and  one  on  disposal. 

During  the  year  two  men  left  the  service;  one  was  dismissed  and  the 
other  emigrated  to  Australia, 

It  is  still  necessary  to  continue  the  special  collection  service 
to  deal  with  heavy  and  bulky  items  when  the  householder  has  no  means  of 
transporting  them  to  one  of  the  Civic  Amenity  skips;  the  work  is  done 
by  special  arrangement  with  the  Department  and  no  charge  is  normally  made. 
During  the  year  528  such  collections  were  made  (281  in  197l). 

In  previous  reports  a table  has  been  presented  showing,  in  respect 
of  each  route,  the  number  of  premises  cleared,  etc.,  and  each  item  being 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  On  this  occasion  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  do  this  because  of  the  complete  re-organisation  of  the  collection 
routes  in  connection  with  both  the  introduction  of  the  bin  liner  system 
throu^out  the  district  and  the  introduction  of  a larger  vehicle  to  the 
fleet.  Consequently  the  table  on  page  38  shows  the  routes  as  they  existed 
at  the  end  of  1972,  together  with  the  total  nmber  of  premises  cleared 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  loads  taken  to  the  refuse  tip  and  the 
average  nxmiber  of  times  all  premises  were  cleared  throughout  the  district, 

I feel  that  the  men  have  gained  several  advantages  from  the 
introduction  of  this  new  system  and  I have  been  pleased  with  the  way  they 
have  helped  to  make  it  work  but  I also  believe  that  the  community  as  a 
whole  is  enjoying  a better  service. 


LITTER  BINS 


The  District  was  equipjied  with  litter  bins  in  1960  and  there  are  now 
some  291.  They  were  emptied  49  times, on  average,  during  the  year  by  the 
refuse  collectors. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


All  refuse  collected  during  the  year  was  disposed  of  at  the 
Coxmcil’s  tip  at  Stoneleigli  Quarry  Farm^  Mancetterj  no  material  is 
salvaged*  All  loads  of  refuse  going  to  the  tip  were  weigtied  during 
one  winter  week  and  one  3umm,er  week  and  indicated  that  between  8,000 
and  9^000  tons  of  household  refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of  in 
the  year* 


The  site  at  present  in  use  comprises  two  small  and  dis-used 
quarries^  tipping  started  in  the  lai'ger  one  in  Marchj,  1971  and  by 
the  end  of  1972  it  was  nearly  full*  Pumping  operations  commenced  in 
December  to  remove  water  from  the  second  quarry^  the  depth  of  which 
had  been  difficult  to  ascertaini  its  capacity  tiirned  out  to  be  about 
75^  of  that  expected  and  it  is  estimated  that  about  a year*3  tipping 
will  see  it  full  and  the  site  completed;  this  will  result  in  the 
reclamation  of  some  8 acres  of  farmland© 

Mechanical  handling  of  the  refuse  is  by  means  of  a Bristol 
'Taurus*  digger  loader  operated  by  the  one  employee  engaged  full  time 
on  refuse  disposal;  an  old  Bristol  'Duplex®  tractor,  used  for  some 
years  as  a standby, wa.s  disposed  of  as  scrap©  As  filling  has  proceeded 
a fair  supply  of  covering  material  has  been  obtained  by  digging  from 
the  quarry  sides  and  by  levelling  out  a mound  of  old  overb-urden© 
Material  suitable  for  final  cover  has  been  accepted  from  contractors 
free  of  charge  and  stock  piled  on  completed  areas© 


CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  ^^Gl 

The  provision  of  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  require  that  the  Coimcil 
provides  suitable  points  a-t  which  householders  can  dispose  of  unwanted 
material  of  a type  which  is  not  handled  by  the  household  refuse  collection 
service©  The  necessary  equipment  was  ordered  last  year  and  went  into 
service  in  June© 

Ten  special  skips,  each  of  8 cubic  yard  capacity,  were  purchased 
and  placed  on  sites  which  had  been  selected  following  consultation  with 
the  Parish  Councils;  later  in  the  year  a further  five  skips  were  purchased 
and  the  number  of  sites  increased  to  eleven©  No  skips  were  sited  in  the 
parishes  of  Dordon  and  Polesworth  because  the  Parish  Councils  considered 
that  they  were  not  necessary©  Extensive  use  was  soon  being  made  of  the 
service  and,  although  some  troubles  were  experienced  as  a resiolt  of  skips 
becoming  overfull,  the  general  opinion  was  that  a much  needed  service  was 
being  provided  s certainly,  the  number  of  complaints  received  about  rubbish 
being  dumped  in  hedgerows  and  on  waste  ground  virtually  ceased© 

A s^kip  hire  service  is  also  provided  under  the  scheme  and  is  available 
to  householders  only©  A skip  can  be  delivered  on  Friday  and  collected  on 
Monday  at  an  inclusive  charge  of  £4  and  offers  an  ideal  opportunity  to 
di.spose  of  waste  material,  particularly  for  * dO“it=y ourself ' enthusiasts© 

This  service  has  become  so  popular  that  there  has  been  a persistant  waiting 
list  for  skips  at  week"end3® 


Abandoned  motor  vehicles  were  becoming  a problem  because  of  the 
difficvilty  of  finding  a contractor  prepared  to  collect  them;  they  are 
now  removed  by  the  Shelvoke  & Drewry  Freightloader  which  is  used  to 
handle  the  skips  and  a heavy  backlog  was  soon  cleared. 

The  Shelvoke  & Drewry  Frei^tloader,  which  has  an  hydraulic 
direct  lifting  system,  was  selected  as  the  best  vehicle  for  the  work 
because  of  its  great  versitility.  It  is  serving  the  following  purposes. 

1.  Lifting  and  transporting  the  Civic  Amenity  and 
hire  skips. 

2.  Removing  abandoned  motor  vehicles. 

3.  Transporting  the  crawler  tractor  used  on  the 
refuse  tip  and  so  making  that  machine  more  readily 
available  for  other  work. 

4.  By  using  a special  suction  tank  it  provides  a very 
satisfactory  means  of  emptying  pail  closets  once  a 
week  and  replaces  a worn-out  tanker  of  a design  which 
allowed  it  to  do  one  day’s  work  a week  only. 

5.  It  handles  special  containers  which  have  been  provided 
at  three  blocks  of  flats  to  replace  dust  bins. 

Constant  trouble  had  previously  been  experienced  because 
refiise  shoots  would  not  discharge  to  dust  bins  without 
spillage. 

6.  When  necessary  it  makes  an  ideal  recovery  vehicle. 

Before  the  end  of  the  year  the  vehicle  was  being  used  to  capacity, 
in  fact  there  were  indications  that  the  workload  could  easily  grow  beyond 
capacity;  certainly,  no  funther  extension  of  the  service  can  be 
contemplated  without  the  provision  of  a second  vehicle. 

During  the  period  June  to  December,  inclusive,  the  following  work 
was  done  in  addition  to  the  regular  weekly  emptying  of  pail  closets. 

555  Civic  Amenity  skips 
56  Hire  skips 
15  Abandoned  vehicles. 
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**  Note  : Evidence  of  the  effect  of  the  bin  liner  system  on  the  regularity  of  collection  is  clearly 
Indicated  by  the  increase  of  eight  collections  per  year,  an  increase  of  approximately  20/j 
in  efficiency  - this  with  five  vehicles  instead  of  six® 

(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1970 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERYISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


During  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  some  infringements  of 
the  various  Food  Hygiene  Regiilations  were  found  hut  no  legal  proceedings 
were  instituted  because  the  faults  were  corrected  following  informal  action. 
Food  is  sold  from  some  330  shops,  stalls  and  mobiles. 

The  five  complaints  regarding  foreign  matter  and  mould  - all  in 
home  produced  food  - were  investigated  and  followed  to  a satisfactory 
conclusion. 

A full  investigation  into  two  complaints  regarding  tinned  food  ” 
rhubarb  and  condensed  milk  - included  chemical  analysis  and  revealed  the 
presence  of  metallic  contamination.  In  each  case  the  matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  food  producers  concerned  and,  in  each  case,  it  was  found  that  the 
fault  lay  in  the  tin  plate  used  to  manufacture  the  can;  the  companies 
withdraw  all  stocks  carrying  the  code  concerned. 

Other  foodstuffs  inspected  and  condemned  during  the  year  were 

123  tins  of  vegetables,  milk,  fruit,  fish  and  soup. 

37  lbs.  tinned  meat. 

1 cwt.  of  assorted  chocolates. 

1 ,085  packets  of  various  quick  frozen  foods. 

The  last  item  indicates  a trend  in  food  vending  and  clearly  indicates 
what  happens  when  the  necessary  machinery  is  not  looked  after  properly. 


MILK  SUPPLIES 


Since  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  I96O,  came  into 
force  in  I96I,  the  Warwickshire  Covinty  Council  as  Food  and  Drugs  Authority, 
has  been  responsible  for  the  issuing  of  Dealers’  Licences,  As  Local 
Sanitary  Authority  we  have  certain  public  health  responsibilities  in 
connection  with  milk  supplies. 

The  Coiinty  Health  Inspector  informs  me  that  during  1972,  12  san5)les 
of  milk  were  taken  for  biological  examination  from  producers  in  our  Area; 
all  gave  negative  results  for  tubercle  bacille.  Also  125  samples  of 
Pasteurised  Milk  were  submitted  to  Methylene  Blue  and  Phosphatase  Tests; 
all  satisfied  the  Phosphatase  Test  but  2 failed  the  Methylene  Blue.  68 
samples  of  Sterilised  Milk  were  found  to  satisfy  the  Turbidity  Test. 


- 39  " 


SLAU&HTERHOUSES 


Three  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  and  operating  at  the 
beginning  of  1972  - one  situated  in  the  central  area,  one  in  the 

southern  and  one  in  the  western  part  of  the  District.  The  central 
one  is  the  largest  of  the  three  and  only  this  and  the  one  in  the 
south  continued  regular  killing.  The  slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  a 
generally  clean  and  satisfactory  condition, 

100^  meat  inspection  has  taken  place  in  Atherstone  since  1 95A-> 
this  is  in  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations, 
1966,  which  are  designed  to  bring  about  the  full  inspection  of  all  home 
killed  meat  before  it  leaves  a slaughterhouse. 

The  throughput  at  each  slaughterhouse  is  shown  in  the  table 

below. 


Slaughterhouses 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

She  ep 
and 
Lambs 

Central 

354 

2 

622 

1,255 

(1) 

(419) 

(2) 

(688) 

(1,221) 

South 

31 

78 

13 

I 

(-) 

(3) 

(-) 

(21) 

(5) 

Y/est 

6 

4 

28 

(~) 

(3) 

(~) 

(3) 

(11) 

Totals 

391 

2 

704 

1,296 

(1) 

(425) 

(2) 

(712) 

(1,237) 

Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1971* 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  during  1 972  and  the  numbers  of  these  affected  with 
diseases  which  necessitated  condemnation  of  carcases  or  parts  of 
carcases  and  organs  and  the  percentage  diseased.  The  figures  in 
brackets  apply  to  the  year  1971  «> 


Details 

Cows 

Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Number  killed 
(all  inspected) 

(1) 

391 

(425) 

2 

(2) 

704. 

(712) 

1,296 

(1,237) 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

2 

(-) 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

d') 

72 

(61) 

1 

(1) 

36 

(53) 

101 

(80) 

Percentage  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  tuberculosis. 

(1CX)) 

I8.if1 

(14.35) 

50,00 

(50.-00) 

5.25 

(7.4ff) 

7.94 
(6,46)  I 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

(~) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

“ I 

(»)  I 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(6) 

(») 

Percentage  of 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

(-) 

(") 

(-) 

(0.84) 

(') 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  coridemned. 

(”) 

2 

(4) 

(’) 

(-) 

(") 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration. 

(-) 

2 

(4) 

(-) 

(-) 

(~) 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  percentages  of  cows  and  other 
bovines  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  over  the  last  19  years. 


Year 

Cows 

Percentage  Affected 

Heifers  and  Steers 
Percentage  Affected 

1954 

41  o5 

19«9 

1955 

23o8 

10®5 

1956 

28.1 

8.9 

1957 

13.2 

6.7 

1958 

17o8 

6.9 

1959 

2®  9 

4c0 

i960 

1o2 

1961 

0c01 

1962 

0c04 

1965 

2®  2 

0.04 

1964 

O0O4 

1965 

* 

1 966 

— 

1967 

- 

1968 

0.06 

1969 

1970 

•= 

— 

1971 

_ 

1972 

- 

- 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 


Two  steers  (4  in  197i)  were  found  to  carry  the  larval  stage  cysts 
of  the  tape  worm,  taenia  saginata  of  man^  all  cysts  were  found  in  the 
heart  or  head  and  searches  of  other  sites  of  predilection  proved 
negative  in  all  cases®  All  affected  carcases  were  subjected  to  cold 
storage  in  accordance  with  the  specified  time  and  temperatures® 


The  following  table  indicates  the  prevalence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis 
during  the  last  19  years® 


Years 

Average  Five  Years 

Bovines  Slaughtered 
and  Inspected 
(Excluding  Calves) 

Number  of  Cases 
Cysticercus 
Bovis  Foiand 

Percentage 

1954  - 1958 

2,222 

3 

O0I4 

1959  “ 1963 

2,081 

7 

0.33 

1964  ” 1968 

2,590 

17 

O065 

1969 

912 

1 

0.01 

1970 

457 

5 

0 

0 

1971 

428 

4 

0.93 

1972 

391 

2 

0.51 
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FRESH  MEAT,  QUANTITY  CONDEMNED,  1972 

Detail 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

DUE  TO  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

6 

1 

27 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Sheep 

3 

3 

1 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

4 

2 

14 

DUE  TO  TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Oxen 

Carcases,  parts  and  organs  of  Pigs 

* 

Total 

14 

3 

14 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEmP  MEAT 

Condemned  meat  is  taken  away  by  contractor  in  a locked  container 
labelled  "Condemned  Meat"  and  is  processed  into  animal  foods  or  fertilizer,, 


MEAT  INSPECTION  REOULiiTI ONS ^ I965 

These  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October^  1963©  The 
Council  decided  to  levy  the  maximum  charges  allowed^  viz 

13p  per  horse  or  bovine  other  than  a calf|  4-p  for  each  calf  or  pigi 
3p  for  each  sheep,  lamb  or  goato 

The  total  charges  levied  on  the  slaughterhouse  owners  for  the  year 
1972  amounted  to  £21,94  which  was  paid  into  the  general  rate  fundo 


SLAU&HT2R  OP  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933  " 1954 


Eleven  slaughtermen* s licences  were  issued  in  1972® 
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FACTORIES 


Becaase  of  the  limited  responsibilities  under  the  Factories 
Acts,  no  routine  visits  were  made  to  factories  but  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  Glean,  Air  Acts  and  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  were 
not  overlooked^  if  any  of  this  legislation  demanded  that  a visit  to  a 
factory  be  made  then  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  do  a complete  inspectiono 
There  were  123  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  yearo 

Only  a few  outworkers  remain  in  the  Dist.rict  and  are  employed  by 
hat,  shoe  and  clothing  manufac tourers e 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  inspections  made. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2,3s4d: 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

- 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Seco  7 is 
enf'orced  by  the 

Local  Authority, 

123 

32 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Ssco  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 
(Excluding  out- 
worke.rs*  premises). 

18 

30 

- 

- 

Totals 

141 

62 

- 

“ 

OFFICES g SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PKEMISES  ACr,  19^3 


Routine  inspection  work  resulted  in  77  visits  Leing  made  to 
offices  and  shops.;  29  contraventions  were  revealed  and  all  received 
prompt  attention  when  brou^  to  the  notice  of  the  managemento 

One  accident  was  reported  during  the  year;  this  was 
investigated. 

Statistics  of  Registers  and  contraventions  are  shown  on  pages 
45  and  46  . 


TABLE  I 


RE&ISTRATION  & &ENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  prem- 
ises registered 
during  the 
year 

Number  of  reg- 
istered premises 
at  end  of  year. 

Number  of  reg- 
istered premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion diiring  the 
year. 

Offices 

39 

19 

Retail  Shops 

- 

127 

30 

Wholesale  shops 5 
Warehouses 

11 

8 

Catering  establish- 
ments open  to 
public.  Canteens 

7 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

1 

5 

Totals 

1- 

- 

208 

67 

Total  number  of  visits  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises 

•under  the  Act  - 77» 
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NOISB  ABATEMSm?  ACT^  I96I 

Eight  complaints  were  received,  during  the  year,  about  noise; 
each  was  investigated  and  three  of  the  sources  complained  of  were 
confirmed  as  giving  rise  to  nuisance*  Two,  one  industrial  and  one 
resulting  from  road  works,  were  quickly  remedied* 

The  third  nuisance  was  caused  by  eight  large  fans  installed 
in  the  cooling  tower  of  a new  factoiy*  Measurements  carried  out  by 
the  Department  indicated  that  a reduction  of  15  to  18  dB  was  required 
to  eliminate  the  possibility  of  complaint  and  this  was  supported  by 
consultants  called  in  by  the  factory  management*  An  attempt  to 
reduce  the  noise  level  was  made  by  reducing  the  speed  of  the  fans  by 
one “half  but  this  was  inadequate  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  an 
order  had  been  placed  for  the  necessary  sound  attenuators*  (These 
were  installed  during  1973*) 


COLLIERY  SPOIL  BANKS 


The  Baddesley  Colliery  Spoil  Bank,  which  was  commenced  in  1955» 
was  well-maintained  and  kept  free  from  nuisance  throu^out  1972*  The 
layering  and  consolidation  of  the  spoil  has  proved  successful  and  the 
internal  heat  and  fire  is  not  superficially  evident. 

There  is  only  one  other  coalmine  in  our  District  (Birch  Coppice), 
which  has  a burning  spoil  bank  in  current  use;  it  is  so  situate  that 
nuisance  to  residents  does  not  occur* 
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AIR  POLLUTION  AND  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


During  the  year  40  timed  observations  were  carried  out  on 
factory  chimneys  and  14  contraventions  were  recorded;  the  situation 
improved  after  warnings  had  been  given* 

Prior  Approval  and  Chimney  Heists 


During  the  year  2 notifications  of  the  installation  of  furnaces j 
together  with  applications  for  'prior  approval'  were  received  and  granted; 
2 applications  were  received  in  respect  of  chimney  heights,  and  both  were 
approved  without  modificationo 


Measurement 

The  measurement  of  air  pollution,  in  collaboration  with  the 
Warwickshire  Clean  Air  Council  and  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry's 
laboratory  at  Warren  Spring  was  continued  throughout  the  yearo 

The  instruments  in  regular  use  are  three  daily  volumetric 
instruments,  all  being  the  eight  port  type,  and  one  deposit  gauge  at 
Atherstoneo  The  Table  I following  gives  results  from  the  deposit  gauge, 
whilst  figures  3 and  4 on  pages  30  and  5i  give  the  results  obtained  from 
the  daily  volumetric  instrument  at  the  Council  Offices, 
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TABLE  I 


Month 

Deposit  G-auge 

Total  Deposit  in 

mg/m2/<iay 

Ather- 

stone 

County 

Average 

Januaiy 

135 

123 

February 

142 

161 

March 

182 

180 

April 

550 

132 

May 

361 

192 

June 

159 

158 

July 

183 

198 

August 

67 

107 

September 

97 

123 

October 

100 

111 

November 

96 

142 

December 

103 

154 
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NoVo  Dec*  Jan*  Feb*  Mar,  Apr*  May  Jun*  Jul*  Aug.  Sep*  Oct*  Nov,  Dec*  Jan,  Feb 

1971  1972  1973 


FIG.  3.  SMOKE  IVEASURED  BY  DAILY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENT  IN 

MICROGRAMMES  PER  CUBIC  METRE. 
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Nov.  Dec,  Jan,  Feb,  Mar.  Apr.  May  Jun.  Jul.  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov,  Dec.  Jan.  Feb 

1971  1972  1973 


FI&.  4.  SULPHUR  DIOXIDE  MEASURED  BY  DAILY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENT 

IN  MICRO&RAMMES  PER  CUBIC  METRE. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


Baddesley  Ensor  Pariah 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  gave  consent  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a trade  as  Fellmonger  at  isolated  premises  in  the  Baddesley 
Ensor/Dordon  area.  The  present  consent  is  for  a period  of  three  years. 


Hartshill  Parish 

In  February  complaints  were  received  of  offensive  odours  in  the 
Hartshill  area  and  it  was  alleged  that  they  were  emanating  from  a new 
animal  by-products  factory  which  had  just  started  test  runs. 

Investigation  confirmed  that  this  was  so  and  the  matter  was  immediately 
taken  up  with  the  Company  concerned;  under  Section  107  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  I9363,  the  Council  refused  to  give  consent  to  the  establish- 
ment of  this  offensive  trade  until  it  could  be  shown  that  the  plant 
could  be  operated  v^ithout  causing  nuisance.  Planning  consent  to  erect 
the  factory  had  been  obtained  in  1 968  following  an  appeal. 

The  plant  was  the  first  of  its  type  to  be  installed  in  this 
Country;  it  provides  a continuous  process  under  vacuum.  It  was  to  be 

expected  that,  with  such  a plant,  some  ’teething*  troubles  would  be 
experienced  and  close  contact  was  maintained  between  the  factory  manage- 
ment and  this  department  in  order  that  conditions  could  be  investigated 
as  complaints  were  received.  Prevailing  winds  blow  from  the  factory 
into  fairly  open  country  but  the  reverse  winds  carry  any  offensive  odours 
towards  a nearby  village  on  high  ground  and  it  was  \inder  these  conditions 
that  the  majority  of  complaints  were  received. 

Investigations  revealed  two  principal  sources  of  odour.  The 
Company  went  to  considerable  lengths  in  their  efforts  to  eliminate  the 
nuisance  by  the  installation  of  f\irther  equipment,  and  experimented  with 
various  chemical  agents. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Coimcil  emfiloyed  a consultant 
and  then  indicated  to  the  Company  that  upon  receipt  of  an  \andertaking  that 
his  recommendations  would  be  satisfied  consent  would  be  given  for  an 
initial  period  of  one  year,  followed,  if  satisfactory  working  was 
continued,  by  a ].onger  period. 
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EXTERMINATION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 


Contract  Rodent  Control  commenced  on  1st  January,  1957® 

At  the  end  of  1972,  the  value  of  Annual  Contracts  held  was 
£1>033»07.  Contracts  to  the  value  of  £1,281  were  immediately  renewed 
for  the  fifteen  months,  January,  1973  to  31st  March,  1974. 

All  contract “holding  premises  are  visited  once  each  month  after 
an  initial  extermination  of  rats  and  from  5 to  25  protected  Warfarin 
baiting  points  are  maintained  at  all  premises. 

Sewage  works,  refuse  tips  and  Council  Depots  are  dealt  with  on 
a Contract  basis.  We  contract  to  the  North  East  Warwickshire  Water 
Board  to  keep  their  pumping  station  areas,  depots  and  seirvice  reservoir 
grounds  free  from  infestations,  and  similarly  to  the  National  Coal  Board 
in  respect  of  three  collieries  and  a large  workshop. 

One  full-time  Rodent  Operative  is  equipped  with  a 5 cwt.  van, 
tools  and  materials.  His  diligent  work  is  encouraged  by  giving  him  a 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  form  of  a 5^  bonus  on  the  value  of  all  contracts 
held  at  the  14th  December  in  each  year. 

26l  (248  in  197'!)  complaints  of  infestations  were  received  in  the 
year.  53  were  of  mice;  being  45  at  dwelling-houses,  5 at  schools,  3 at 
factories  and  2 at  shops.  All  the  reported  208  infestations  of  rats  were 
of  a minor  character;  175  were  at  dwelling-houses,  6 at  farms,  5 at 
factories,  5 at  shops,  2 at  schools,  3 at  collieries,  5 at  public  houses, 

1 at  a sewage  works  and  6 at  allotments. 

Contract  terms  are  offered  for  farms  and  places  of  business,  or 
exterminations  carried  out  at  cost  plus  20^  establishment  charges,  but 
dwelling-houses  are  treated  free  of  cost. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1931 

Four  licences  were  granted  xmder  the  above  Act;  the  premises  are 
kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


ANIMAL  B0ARDIN&  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1 965 
Six  premises  were  registered  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 
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